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Suggestions and Notes for the Month. 

November with its sounding blasts gives 
warning of the advaucing march of Winter, 
and the prudent man will heed the signal. 
‘Everywhere may be noticed the care with which 
Nature protects her children. The summer 
glory of the trees has departed, but the: fallen 
leaves spread thickly about the roots, prepare 
them to withstand the benumbing frosts; and 
many a bulb and tender sprig and waiting 
seed, lie snugly nestled within the folds of the 
kindly shelter. No woven blanket could better 
protect the pastures and meadows, than does 
the downy mat formed of the withered blades 
of grass. Here, too, are safely kept the myriad 
seeds of flowers that will gladden the fields 
when Spring shall waken them to life. Nor are 
the countless tribes of animated creatures for- 
gotten. Warned by unerring instinct, the bee 
has filled its cells with abundant stores, and 
fears neither cold nor famine; flies and their 
congeners have sought sheltering crevices; 
many insects have burrowed in the earth, and 
for others, a special form of life has been de- 
vised, and their chrysalides hang from fence 
and bush; the squirrels are gathering nuts and 
acorns with which to regale themselves in the 
intervals of their long winter nap; in the wilder 
regions the bear is looking out his hollow tree, 
and each animal is rejoicing in the thickened 
coat which shall shield him from coming 
storms. Let the husbandman note these kindly 
provisions, and be equally provident for the 
creatures entrusted to his care. There may be 
danger that some domestic animals will be in- 
jured by excess of kindness. They should be 
protected, but not pampered. A horse confined 
in a close shelter, kept warmly blanketed, fed 
with unsparing hand, and but little exercised, 
will he liable to inflammatory diseases from 





every slight exposure. Shecp huddled together 
in warm pens, kept inactive and supplied with 
abundant food, will be enfecbled themselves, 
and in the case of breeding ewes, their progeny 
will also suffer. As with human beings, the 
first requisite for withstanding severity of 
weather is robust health and vigor of consti- 
tution. With these and plenty of food, animals 
entirely unsheltered will successfully resist al- 
most any inclemency of the season. But it is 
both humane and economical to give that 
amount of shelter which will not interfere with 
hardiness. A creature exposed to the full force 
of a winter nor’wester, will shiver off a sur- 
prising amount of fodder, and usually of fat also. 
The importance of this leads us to repeat what 
we have often said in the American Agri- 
culturist, that a large part of the food consum- 
ed is used up in the system, actually burned, 
to furnish animal heat. The need of this repe- 
tition is seen in the absence of shelter for stock 
on hundreds of farms, particularly at the West. 
We believe it would not be saying too much to 
assert that the hay and grain annually wasted— 
burned up for want of protection to animals— 
would keep twenty-five per cent. more cattle 
and sheep than are now raised in this country. 
If any whose animals are unsheltered, are yet 
doubtful on this point, let them commence ex- 
perimenting. Build stables or rough sheds for 
part of the stock, and keep an exact account of 
the feed consumed by them, in comparison 
with an equal number allowed to run at large: 
we have no doubt as to the result. In addition 
to considerations of profit, there is no little sat- 
isfaction in the merciful treatment of dependent 
creatures. The lowing of unsheltered cows and 
bleating of neglectéd sheep are anything but 
soothing music, while the grateful pleasure 
which even dumb animals can express in re- 
turn for proper care, will add not a little to the 
enjoyments and the attractions of farm life. 


Work for the Farm, Household, ete, 


Animals—Keep them always improving. 
Comfort for the animal is money in the purse 
of the proprietor. Take them up early for the 
animals’ sake, for the pastures’ sake, and for 
their manure. Provide warm sunny sheds for 
young cattle, close sheds or boxes for colts, 
open but warm sheds for sheep, where they can 
have the range of a dry yard. — 


Barns and Stables—A clapboard loose or 
gone, or a great crack under the door, lets in the 
cold, and the horse or cow must have more 
fuel for the fire within the body to counteract 
the cold from without. Pure air is essential, 
but let it not come in chilling currents upon 
man or beast. With ventilators above for the 
escape of bad air, there will generally be 
enough good air stealing in almost insensibly 
through the seams and crevices; if not, admit 
it from some point where it will not blow di- 





rectly upon the animals. Every stable should 
have one glazed window, and _ better several. 


Butter may be made almost as well at this 
season as in June, if the feed of the cows is 
good enough. Sugar-beets and carrots, with 
plenty of sweet hay and corn-stalks cut up and 
flavored with bran, corn meal, or cotton seed 
or other oil-cake with salt as a condiment, will 
secure the cream which will make yellow but- 
ter without annotto, and plenty of it. 

Cellars.—The fetid air from decaying veget- 
ables is as bad as the malaria from a swamp; 
hence be very careful in storing vegetables and 
in frequently examining those already in the 
cellar, to remove all roots and leaves beginning 
to decay. Thorough draining, ventilation, and 
plenty of lime whitewash, are good, both for 
the things kept in the cellar, and for those liv- 
ing above it. A little hydraulic lime mortar, 
with bits of stone and broken glass, are good 
stoppers for rat-holes. The best cellar tempera- 
ture is one as low and equable as possible above 
freezing. In fact a little frost is better for ap- 
ples than too much warmth. Potatoes en- 
dure rather more warmth than apples and other 
fruits; these must be kept cool, but sweet po- 
tatoes will bear quite a high temperature, and 
should be put in the dryest and warmest part 
of the cellar. Sashes with double glass and an 
intervening thin space of confined air, are 
nearly equal to stone walls, in shutting out ~ 
cold. Protect the exposed walls with a bank 
of earth outside, or what is neater and better, 
spent tan-bark, if it be conveniently accessible. 


Cisterns.—Pure clean rain water is better for 
man and beast than well or spring water medi- 
cated with lime and other salines dissolved out 
from the soil. If not already done, empty and 
clean foul cisterns early, when rains may be 
depended upon to fill them again. (See note on 
examining cisterns and wells, elsewhere.) 


Corn.—Dampness and frost combined, injure 
it for food, and especially for seed. Much of 
the corn brought to this market is sold as “un- 
sound.” The sooner it can be husked and 
placed in dry cribs, the better. The crib should 
never be more than 8 or 4 feet wide, and let 
abundant openings be left, by slats at the sides. 
The eaves should project far over the sides of 
the corn-house, to prevent storms beating in 
upon the sides. <A rat-terrier dog chained un- 
der or in the.corn-house, is the best rat-trap. 


Corn Husks.—There is a ready sale for this 
article at about $10 per ton at the farm in 
many sections. It is not worth this for fodder, 
and the difference, if it be cash, will pay for 
saving them. Torn into fine shreds on a 
hatchel, they are better than straw to fill beds. 

Draining.—There is hardly a farm in America 
on which some work at surface or under-drains 
may not be done to advantage this month. So 
long as the ground is unfrozen, this important 
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Friend “ B’s” Objections. 
ine 

““B.” writes: “I confess I get many times my dollar’s 
worth from the Agriculturist, and like it almost first-rate 
now ; but I would like it better if the publisher would not 
say so much about premiums, business matters, getting 
subscribers, etc., on the last page.” 

That is frank and friendly, and we like it. But, friend 
“B.,” if you now get your money’s worth ‘ many times,’ 
why object to our using a page or two for business items ? 
Please consider that it is only by pushing along the cir- 
culation, that we are able to devote so much expense to 
the preparation of the reading matter, to collecting in- 
formation, to procuring engravings, etc. The larger the 
circulation, the more can we return to every reader for 
his money. We can supply a much better paper for 
a dollar a year, than we did eight or ten years ago, 
though we then gave the bestone we could for the money. 

Again, is not every farmer who reads any good paper 
devoted to his occupation, likely to think more about his 
work, to lay out better plans, to learn what pays best, and 
to labor more systematically and profitably, than he who 
plods along in the old way, getting no hints or sugges- 
tions from others engaged in like pursuits? Would it not 
be better if every man, woman, and child, read some such 
paper, than if all were living secluded from the outside 
world, like the Japanese, without much access to what 
others are doing and thinking—just as about four millions 
of farmers are now doing in this country? We think so, 
and aside from any personal interest in the matter, we 
believe we are doing a good work by pushing this journal 
into every family possible. With this view of the case 
we must keep on—urging people to read, offering special 
inducements to them in a variety of ways, asking our 
readers to solicit the attention of others, offering premi- 
ums to those who do so, and thus keep up an interest. 
When every body is brought to read, to talk, to think 
about improved modes of tillage, better and more profit- 
able stock and implements, fruit growing, gardening, 
beautiful flowers, the best methods of cooking, and doing 
other household work, etc., etc., what a change will be 
produced ! How much better off, and how much happier 
will the great agricultural class be. Give us your help, 
friend. Stir up all your neighbors, and induce them to 
get a paper that will pay them “ many times its cost,” as 
you say itdoes you. If they don’t know what a feast 
there is for them, go out and “compel them to come in.” 
And we, too, must keep doing. If our own books could 
hold no more names, we would even work for some other 
good journal—any way to get al! the people to reading 
and THINKING. An ox has very good muscles for mere 

ing purposes: it is the MIND that makes the MAN. 
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Thirteen for Twelve. 


All New Subscribers for 1864, received this month 
(November), will be supplied with the December number 
without extra charge. Those arriving during the first 
week, will also receive the Nov. number, or 44 months, 

N. B.—The above offers extend to all new subscribers, 
whether they are received singly, or in clubs, or on pre- 
mium lists, or from Agricultural Societies, or otherwise. 


N. B.—Since many old subscribers are renewing in 
advance, it is important that new subscribers’ names be 
marked as “new” when sent in, if the extra numbers are 
desired, for we shall not send these extra numbers unless 
they are spegally and definitely asked for. 
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Good Pay. 


Again we call special attention to the list of good ar- 
ticles on page 346, offered as pay to those who gather up 
clubs of subscribers. The various articles offered are 
valuable, are generally wanted, and not difficult to obtain, 
if any one sets about it in good earnest. Many thousands 
of persons have secured one or more of these, with no 
outlay of money. The premiums are forwarded as soon 
as the names are received. The extra number offered 
above, makes it easy to secure lists of new names this 
month. Please read the terms and the descriptive notes. 
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Yes—Six Years for $5. 


Several subscribers, especially on the Pacific Coast, 
have from time to time asked if they could not just as 
well send on $5 for five years, and thus save the trouble 
of remitting a small sum every year. This would be 
convenient where dollar bills are not common. We 
answer, yes, and even better than asked, those who pre- 
fer to do so, can, for $5, receive a receipt for six years. 
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Specimens or Extra Numbers are 
costly, and each copy requires two cents postage paid in 
advance. So they cannot be scattered around very freely. 
When needed for canvassing, the judgment of the appli- 
cant will in each case decide whether both the paper and 
postage should be supplied by the Publisher. Unless used 
solely for our benefit, postage at least should be provided. 


CLUBS can at any time be increased, by remitting 
for each addition the price paid by the original members, 
if the subscriptions all date at the same starting point. 
The back numbers will of course be sent to added names. 
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Back Volumes & Numbers Supplied. 
We have complete sets of Vols. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21, both 
unbound, and bound in neat covers with gilt lettered backs, 
PRICES AT THE OFFICE. 
Volumes 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21, wnbound........ ---.$1,00 each, 
PRICES WHEN SENT PREPAID BY MAIL. 
(They can not go unpaid.) 
eos 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, or 21, unbound 
cei 1 or 21, bowund,...... 


... $1.24 each. 
..-$2.00 each, 








